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                       THE PARISHES OF HELSTON & WENDRON 
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     Helston (573239) 
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                                      (01326 573200) 

                                       Mr Peter Jewell, 47 Saracen Way Penryn (01326 376948) 
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ST WENDRONA’S CHURCH, WENDRON 
 

Churchwardens           Mrs. Anne Veneear, 4 Tenderah Road, Helston 

     (569328) 

    Mr. Bevan Osborne, East Holme, Ashton,  

    TR13 9DS (01736 762349) 

Organist   Mrs. Anne Veneear, -as above. 

Treasurer           Mr Bevan Osborne, - as above 
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********************************************* 

 

Clergy Rest Days;    Revd. David Miller  Friday 

     Revd. Dorothy Noakes Thursday 

            Betty Booker  Friday 
     

               (Please try to respect this) 
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                                          The Rectory, 

Church  Lane                                                                                 

Helston                                                

                                         February/March                                                   

 

Dear Everyone, 

                                                   Candlemas  

 

If you go into Truro Cathedral any time in January you are likely to still 

find the crib scene in place. The twelve days of Christmas may have 

ended at Epiphany when the three kings are placed in the nativity scene 

at the Cathedral’s main service that day. The greater Christmas season 

continues into early February and concludes with the feast of 

Candlemas. This celebrates the moment 40 days after Jesus’ birth when 

he is presented in the Temple at Jerusalem. Simeon utters the words 

which in the course of history have become known as the Nunc Dimittis 

and are often used at Evensong. The 84year old widow, Anna, was 

constantly in the Temple “and worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day” (a type recognisable in the church of every age ever 

since). She also "speaks about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem.” 

The assurance which the events celebrated at Candlemas offer is that 

our journey will be guided by God’s light, even when we are walking in 

darkness. I am minded of travelling in the daylight on a dark and stormy 

day. Dark clouds were all around driven by a ferocious wind coming 

towards me that made forward movement very difficult. All of a sudden 

a shaft of sunlight burst through the clouds and illuminated a field. A 

poet often quoted by Bishop Bill, RS Thomas, writes about it in one of 

his poems. 
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                                        The Bright Field 

                         I have seen the sun break through 

                         to illuminate a small field 

                         for a while, and gone my way 

                         and forgotten it. But that was the pearl, 

                         of great price, the one field that had 

                         the treasure in it. I realise now 

                         that I must give all I have 

                         to possess it. Life is not hurrying on 

                         to a receding future, nor hankering after 

                         an imagined past. It is the turning 

                         aside like Moses to the miracle 

                         of the lit bush, to a brightness 

                         that seemed as transitory as your youth 

                         once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 

 

Simeon proclaims that the infant Jesus is the light to lighten the Gentiles 

and to be the glory of God’s people, Israel. That means everyone. We 

can still bump into furniture in a familiar room when there is no light 

but with the light of Christ guiding us we can have the courage  

and confidence to journey on. 

We can celebrate this together at our parish churches in early February 

and together as a Deanery at St Michael’s Helston on Sunday February 

3rd at 4 30pm. Please contact me in you are interested in joining a 

specially formed choir for this occasion. Whether or not you are 

a potential singer or not, we would lo love to see you for the Deanery 

Service! All are very welcome!! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Canon David Miller 
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Services at St Michael’s 
 

1st Sunday  8.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30 All-age Worship with Holy Communion 

2nd-5th Sunday  8.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30  Parish Communion(CW) 

Monday to Thursday  9.00  Morning Prayer 

Thursday  9.30 Holy Communion 

        Evening & other Services:-as advertised in  the Pew- slip 
 

 

 

 

Services at Wendron 
 

1st Sunday 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) 

2nd Sunday 10.30a.m Morning Worship 

3rd- 5th Sunday 10.30a.m Holy Communion (CW) 

Other Services:-as announced in  the Sunday Pew-slip 

 

 

 

 

Flag days for February/March 

 

                            February 2nd ………Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

                      March 1st ……….St David 

                        “     5th ……….St Piran 

                         “    6th………. Ash Wednesday 

                         “   25th ………Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

************* 

Resolutions for 2019 

 (Suggestions from Rev David Miller’s Advent Sunday sermon) 

Be truthful, be kind, be helpful 
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The Registers  

Helston                                                          Wendron 
 

Baptisms  “May they evermore dwell in Him & He in them” 

Charlie Sean Gary Rosevear 

 

Weddings  “ May their hearts be filled with Heavenly joy” 

 

None 
 

 

Funerals “May they Rest in Peace  & Rise in Glory” 

 

Helen Louise Batchelor                             Peter Davidson 

Anna Marie Ferrie 

Anthony Thomas Eustice,  

Freda Parsons Phillips,  

Wilfred James Wicks. 
 

***************** 
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In Memoriam- WW1 victims - 100 years ago 

James Jewell Aged 24, died on 19//2/1919 

Private 1st/4th Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 

James Henry Williams Aged 18, died on19/3/1919 

Private 52nd Battalion Devonshire Regiment 
                         
                             Greater love hath no man than these 

That  men lay down their lives for their friends. 
 

 

As with all the local WW1 Service personnel who gave their lives in WW1, 

the St Michael’s Church bell will toll 100 times at 11am on the 

anniversary of their deaths 

************************* 

Are you willing to join 

The Friends of St Michael’s 500 Club? 
This is a monthly draw, 

Participants pay £5 per month 

 and 20% of the income is paid out in prizes 

The remainder goes into the church building fund 

   If you are willing to join please contact 

the treasurer Nicola Boase  01326 573200   
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Helston & Wendron 

At our Harvest meeting in October it was decided not to collect tinned 

foods etc this year but instead to have a cash collection to be sent to our 

Diocesan Mothers’ Union Kernow Young Carers Group who are in 

much need of funds to help carers in the area fulfil their roles 

Our topic for the meeting entitled “Childhood Memories” was taken 

from a list which had been brought along by the Rev Dorothy. There 

was much laughter and discussion as memories of favourite foods, 

pastimes, films, music and school activities were brought to mind. 

November’s Meeting was a Celebration of the Branch’s 23rd birthday. 

We were delighted to welcome our newest members Rita Fazockerley 

and Elizabeth Davis. We celebrated with a Communion Service and a 

Special Tea. 

December saw us in a festive mood wearing our Christmas jumpers and 

of course we had lots of special food. Each of us were challenged to 

bring along stories and Christmas poems and pictures of past memories 

including traditions from around the world, past & present. It was a 

very happy afternoon and we ended with prayers as always & a special 

thought for our two members who sadly passed away during the year- 

Audrey Busby & Isobel Osborne will be greatly missed. 

********** 

Electoral Roll 2019   from Sandra Chambers 01326 573667 

As the Electoral Roll Officer it is my duty to keep the roll of members of 

our church up to date. Every six years I have to renew the roll 

completely. 

Everyone needs to fill out a new form before 31st March 2019 

Forms will be available at the 8am & 9.30am services with a box at the 

back of the church for completed forms. Please ask for help if you have 

any problems filling them in. I can call around with forms for non- 

attending members, who may be elderly or housebound, if necessary. 
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Crossword 
Answers Page 31 

 

 
 

Across  
6 Christian festival occuring 10 days   

before Whitsun (9,3) 

8 Last book of the OT (7) 
9 The second commandment forbids 

their making (5) 
10 Goliath's home town (4) 

12 Sternutation produced seven times by a boy in 2 Kings ch. 4 (6) 

14 Aviator who sounds like the Roman who had Christ crucified (5) 
15  ..and ______ no longer is stirred (Ecc 12.5) (6) 

16 What the wicked do to their bows in Psalm 11 (4) 

19 Whence Hiram's ships brought gold in 1 Kings ch.10 (5) 
21 Punish, as a man on a bed of pain in Job ch. 33 may be punished (7) 

22 Christian feast day commemorating Christ's resurrection (6,6) 
 

Down  

1   Junior church officers (8) 
2   What you must do to have the door opened, acording to Matthew ch. 7 (5) 

3   Not ecclesiastical (5) 

4   Description of a hymn that is not modern (7) 
5   Ring of light round a saint's head (4) 

6   Scene of the final struggle between the powers of good and evil (10) 
7   Dominating influence (10) 

11 Whoever eats their eggs will ___ (Isa 59.5)(3) 

12 Weep noisily, like Hagar in Genesis ch. 21 (3) 
13 Evening (8) 

14 In proportion (3,4) 
17 ..taunt him with ridicule and _____ (Hab 2.6) (5) 

18  Lisbon's river (5) 

20 ____ me , for I have sinned (Ps 41.4) (4) 
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Wandering thoughts from Tony Pudner 

I’m grateful to the editor for including the full text of John Betjeman’s 

poem “Christmas” in last month’s edition after I’d referred to it & we 

discovered that we both have a love of his work. For me, he’s so down to 

earth & sees in the ordinary touches of the sublime. To give but one 

example from that work in which we are given “hideous tie, so kindly 

meant!” coupled with the self-giving of God in Jesus, that “Baby in an 

ox’s stall”. 

A long time ago, I think it was on west-country television, they used to 

have a quiz programme in which competing teams attempted to locate & 

identify a scene as, bit by bit, parts of a picture were revealed like pieces 

of a jigsaw.  Obviously, the team that struck first & were correct were the 

winners. I recall John Betjeman competing when a piece was revealed 

that was almost entirely of the sea but with a small piece of the shore-line 

jutting out in the top left & bottom right, just the top corner of a Church 

Tower. Immediately Betjeman pounced, “We’re looking out into Falmouth 

bay & that’s the tower of the Church of King Charles the Martyr along 

the main shopping street of the town”. Of course, he was correct & the 

rest of the competitors were amazed. But if you knew of Betjeman’s love of 

Church & Cornwall you weren’t surprised at all. 

Just a glimpse! Sometimes that’s all it takes &, for me, that’s an 

illustration of my faith’s journey as far as it has gone. The beginnings as a 

tuneless teenager daring to think that the words of an old hymn could be 

true & I could discover “What a friend we have in Jesus”. Then later, at a 

Ministers’ Retreat, being made to realise that in the most misnamed 

parable of the gospels that we persist in calling “The prodigal son” I 

glimpsed the picture of the father, outside the bar-b-q with the fatted-calf 

roasting on the spit, with his arm around the elder brother’s shoulder as 

he protested at the feasting, & saying, “Son, you are ever with me and all 

that is mine is yours”. It was just a glimpse, but it’s left me convinced that 

if I talk of “outsiders” I haven’t really got the full picture of the mind & 

heart of God and need to be open to those surprising, brief moments of 

vision. Just a glimpse – so I need to keep on looking because there’s so 

many surprising moments & so much more to discover about the nature of 

our God.                                                                   11 



St Michael’s Church Mission Fund - Report from Susan Summers 

Thank you for your support to the Church Mission Fund this past year 

which has enabled us to fulfil our commitment to the Congo Trust and 

CMS. Cheques were sent to the Congo Trust and CMS just before 

Christmas. 

Congo Trust – Kimbilio Total £1000 – made up from Soup Lunches, 

after Church Coffee, Car Boot Sales and Donations, including a £250 

donation from Playbox 

CMS Representative Jean Bosco working in Kimbilio - £500 

In 2019 we were supporting CMS Mission Partner, Ann Plested, who is 

preparing to go to Bethlehem Bible College. She describes her role: 

Teaching English and supporting the team at the College, which means 

that more students will be able to improve their educational and job 

prospects by becoming fluent in English. She is also drawn to people 

living on the margins, such as those living in the Occupied Palestine 

Territories – to share in their joys and struggles. 

Spring Soup Lunch- our next Soup Lunch will be on a date to be fixed 

(watch the pew slip/church website for details). All money raised at this 

event will be sent to Kimbilio. The last email from Kimbilio thanks us 

for our support- they are raising money to complete a School Building 

which will include six classrooms. To date they have raised enough to 

build one classroom .Work will continue again in April once the rain 

stops-“This Presents a Challenge” 

 

Photos from Kimbilio Autumn Lunch 14th November 
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Brian & Sue Toney 

Brian joined the Navy in 1964 and worked 

for 50 years as an aircraft engineer on 

fixed wing and helicopters in Somerset, 

Scotland, Suffolk, Gosport, and Culdrose 

for the last 40 years, with several trips to various Royal Naval ships. 

Sue’s father was in the army, so she travelled around as a youngster but 

joined the Navy in 1968 where she met Brian. Both have been active in 

the Service Churches at Culdrose, and in many other service and 

community groups for which Brian received the MBE in 2012. 

Married in 1971 they have two daughters and four grandchildren, all of 

whom live in the local area. They are now retired but keep themselves 

busy running a Pantomime Group, a Village Events team, a local Youth 

Club and Craft Fairs. They are also SSAFA Community Volunteers & 

members of the Falmouth Royal Naval Association. 

They are regular members of St Michael’s congregation and are easily 

distinguishable by Brian’s impressive and colourful waistcoats 

Gweek Pantomime 

Gweek Pantomime are performing their pantomime “Goldilocks and the 

3 Bears” at Gweek Village Hall on Thursday 28th February, Friday 1st 

& Saturday 2nd March at 7pm & at 2pm pm Saturday 2nd.Good 

entertainment for all age groups at only £6 for adults and £3 for under 

16’s. Tickets are available from Gweek Post Office & the Black Swan at 

Gweek or from Brian Toney on 01326221652 or toneymbe@gmail.com                        

                                                                                       14 
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St Michael’s Rota  

It would be a great help if anyone unable to attend on a Sunday would attempt to 

find a replacement for their duty 

February 3rd - 5th before Lent            February 10th -4th before Lent 

Lay Asst,     M G-Kane    K Murphy  

Epistle     M G-Kane                                   E Goodfellow   

Prayers     Clergy        A Holyer 

Sidespeople                                                 J Lawrence/A Hearne 

Offertory      Junior Church                     S & M Prior 

Server      M Boxer                                     N Boase 

Crucifer      Louise                                        N Bolland                            

Coffee      Mothers Union                          Congo Link                       

Cleaning      J & T Gibb  

Flowers           Sandy                                           Felicity   

                                

February 17th- 3rd before Lent                  February 24th – 2nd before Lent  

Lay Asst,      M Searle       N Boase 

Epistle      M Thomas                                    M Thorn 

Prayers      M G-Kane                                    M Thorn 

Sidespeople   S Chambers                             L Martin/M Wellstead 

Offertory      S Roach                                   A Hearne/J Lawrence                                  

Server      M Searle                       B Booker 

Crucifer      S Bayes                                        K Murphy                                           

Coffee             D & J Eddy                                T & W Pudner 

Cleaning          John 

Flowers           N Boase                                        M G-Kane 

 

March 3rd  –  Next before Lent                  March 10th – Lent 1 

Lay Asst      J Boase                                   M G-Kane 

Epistle      H Thorn                M Searle 

Prayers      D Barlow                                M Thomas 

Sidespeople    J Eddy                                          S Chambers 

Offertory      Junior Church                               H & M Thorn 

Server             M Boxer N Boase 

Crucifer          Louise                                             N Bolland 

Coffee    J & E Davis M & H Thorn  

Cleaning        Tisha 

Flowers         Nan & Kath 
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March 17th- Lent 2 March 24th – Lent 3 

Lay Asst,      K Murphy                                      M Searle       

Epistle      S Bayes  M G-Kane 

Prayers      Clergy                                            A Holyer  

Sidespeople     J Lawrence/A Hearne 

Offertory      M G-Kane/D Maddock                  M Charnock                        

Server      M Searle                 N Boase 

Crucifer      M Boxer                                         S Bayes                                           

Coffee            Mothers Union                                Congo Link                                    

Cleaning  

March 31st – Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 

Lay Assistant    N Boase                    Offertory   F Blight/N Boase 

Epistle          E Goodfellow           Server         B Booker 

Prayers                M G-Kane Crucifer      Louise 

Sidespeople         S Chambers              Coffee        D & J Eddy 
 

********* 

Times Past-  

(Taken from a local paper in the 1950’s & sent in by Loveday Martin) 

Few people today would believe that in 1903 the speed limit per hour was 

12 miles per hour. That was when the first two motor buses in the country 

ran from Helston Station (GWR) to the Lizard. These were open to the 

weather & rumbled fearfully over the Cornish roads. It is also believed 

that women were not allowed to travel in the front of the buses but later 

could do so on paying sixpence extra. 

The bus drivers were paid 25 shillings a week with a penny bonus every 

eight miles. Petrol was 4d (old pence) a gallon which was enough for 4 

miles. They carried passengers & later goods for shops & flowers to be 

sent on the train to markets in London & other places. 

On August 17th 1958 a plaque was erected at Helston Railway Station & 

unveiled by Mr A E C Dent, Executive officer for Road Motor 

Engineering. Also present were retired staff connected with early road 

motor services. 

 Helston Station was closed in 1964 & demolished later. 
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Pat Steadman  Deirdre Childs writes with news of Pat Steadman who 

has been missed by so many of us at St Michael’s:- 

“ So many people have asked me about Pat  & want to know where she 

is and how she is, so I thought it a good idea to do an update via the 

Messenger. Pat’s bungalow is on the market and it appears to have 

been sold, subject to contract.  

Pat has settled well into her new abode in Wiltshire. She is in a care 

home near one of her sons (John). John and Jane visit her regularly. 

She also receives visit from the local Association of Wrens branch in 

Devizes. She is looking well, as you can see from the photo which John 

forwarded . She is cheerful and still talks of Cornwall with nostalgia! 

Her address is:-Blenheim House,27, Sturnhold, Bath Road, 

MELKSHAM,Wiltshire.SN12 8DD.” 

Pat sent a message to all her friends  

“A hearty cheers to you all in Cornwall. A 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.” 

Regular readers of this magazine may 

remember that it is some three years since 

Pat gave an interesting talk to the Mothers 

Union about her interesting wartime 

experiences. The Messenger report at that 

time read as follows:- “Pat is well known at 

St Michael’s but perhaps it is not so well known that during the second 

world war she was stationed at Bletchley Park. The many hundreds of 

people employed there achieved feats of codebreaking that has never 

been equalled, changed the course of science & probably shortened the 

war by between two to four years. It was interesting to hear at first hand 

what it was like to work there. Pat illustrated her talk with pictures & 

also showed us a brooch & certificate commemorating her time there” 

All at St Michael’s will want to send this remarkable lady our best 

wishes for 2019 
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St Michael’s Christmas Fair    from Sandra Chambers 

Our annual Christmas Fair was held on Saturday 24th November. We 

had a good turnout of people willing to spend money on our festive 

stalls & the atmosphere was very good 

The grand total from money taken on the stalls plus donations was £700 

This was absolutely amazing. Not only did the church benefit but also 

the Kimbilio project, the Mothers’ Union and the Flower arrangers who 

had a clear out of their cupboards. A huge “Thank you” to everyone 

who bought goods, donated items or who helped on the day. Also, 

thanks to those who helped set up on the evening before. 

****** 

Christmas 2019 !! 
 

Thanks to many wonderful donations, the jewellery stall at the 2018 

Christmas Fair was a great success and I’ve managed to sell all the 

remaining pieces as a bulk lot. Now I’d like to start collecting for next 

November so please will you remember St Michael’s as you clear out 

stuff during the year. I’ll be happy to store any donations so that I can 

plan the display before the event. 

Thank you in anticipation!                -  Elizabeth Davis 
 

******** 

Just a Thought 
 

An old American Indian told her grandchild “There’s a battle between two 

wolves inside us all. One is evil, it is anger, jealousy, greed & resentment, 

selfishness & lies.  

The other is good, it is love, hope, peace, humility, kindness & generosity, 

it is justice & truth” 

The child thought for a moment and said “Grandmother, Which one 

wins?” 

“The one you feed” replied the old woman 
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St Piran                (St Piran’s Day is on 5th March) 

Nobody knows for certain who St Piran was or when he lived. Legend 

would have it that he sailed to Cornwall from Ireland on a millstone after 

being banished in the 5th or 6th Century. He washed up on Perran beach & 

established a small oratory with his first followers consisting of a fox, a 

badger & a bear (or wolf). He discovered tin when it melted out of his 

hearthstone & he lived for over 200 years. He died after falling drunk 

down his well. St Piran’s Day is 5th March. 

The truth is much harder to establish, & far less colourful. The most likely 

story is that he was Ciaran of Saigir ( the Irish often alternate the sounds 

of C & P, so it could have been Piaran). He is considered to be one of the 

three principal saints of Ireland & lived around the end of the 5th, start of 

the 6th Centuries. His feast day is also 5th March. He was almost certainly 

a close contemporary of St Carantoc who lived at around the same time 

(although possibly of Welsh origin). Ciaran is considered to be the first 

pan-Celtic saint recognised in Wales, Ireland, Cornwall & Brittany. There 

is conjecture that he might have been the first Archbishop of York pre-

dating St Augustine of Canterbury. Whatever the facts, Ciaran was an 

extremely important member of the church at the time. 

There is no shrine to Ciaran in Ireland, which suggests that he probably 

died overseas. Ciaran was believed to have travelled from Ireland to 

Rome where he met St Patrick who sent him back to Ireland to establish a 

Christian community near Cork. There are many pieces of evidence that 

support this story & many ecclesiastical ruins in the area date to this 

period. Why he should then leave is unclear although there was 

considerable travel between the Celtic communities at around this time. 

Legend has it that the King of Munster banished Ciaran because he 

objected to the King taking a mistress! After his death there are reports 

that Ciaran’s body was dismembered & distributed to various religious 

sites as highly venerated relics. Exeter Cathedral was said to have 

received an arm! The Oratory is believed to have retained his head! When 

the Oratory was first engulfed by sand his relics were removed to the  
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church at Perranzabuloe in the 10th century. What became of them when  

this church was also engulfed in the late 18th century is not known. In 

terms of him discovering tin, well, Cornwall had been trading tin across 

Europe from the Bronze ages & there is clear archeological evidence to 

support links with Eastern Europe & the Mediterranean & even further 

east towards India. However, he clearly had some involvement with the 

mining industry & some believe that he re- developed the smelting process 

because it had either been lost or, the majority of tin had been taken from 

rivers in a pure native form. Whatever is true, he was adopted as the 

patron saint of tin miners somewhere in the middle ages. Today, he has 

virtually supplanted St Michael, the original patron saint of Cornwall. 

The history of his black & white cross emblem is also unclear. Legend 

would have us believe that it represents the white streams of tin emerging 

from his black hearthstone at the time that he re-discovered smelting. His 

flag bears close similarities with shields from Brittany (Black cross on a 

white background) & St David (Yellow cross on a black background). 

There are unproven claims that the Cornish bore the flag at Agincourt in 

1415. The first written record of the flag comes from the early nineteenth 

century & in 1888 a stained glass window was installed in Westminster 

Abbey to commemorate Richard Trevithick which shows St Michael 

supported by nine Cornish saints, including St Piran carrying his flag. 

Piiran has the face of Trevithick! 

Whatever his true history, St Piran has left an indelible mark on our 

county from -Perrnwell to Perraanuthno to Perranarworthal to 

Perranzabuloe. And perhaps it is the mystery, uncertainty & the outside 

possibility that he could have been the most venerated Saint in the history 

of Christianity in the UK, that makes him such an iconic figure in our 

Cornish history. 

But I like to remember him as the man who fell headfirst down a well after 

too much Doom Bar when he was 200! 

Ben Dobson – Written for the |Crantock Church Magazine March 2017 

and sent in by Margaret Prior 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage (Continued) from Francis M Searle 

We head east to the Old City of Jerusalem, surrounded by a wall built by 

the Ottomans, near to the Damascus Gate. 45 denominations have a 

foothold in Jerusalem 

The Mormons have built a university seen in the distance, a long low 

building with a series of arches along its city facing side. 

Walking down the very steep road of the Mount of Olives to the Kildren 

Valley at its base, the Jewish cemetary can be seen on the left, all 

monuments & graves above ground, as is the Jewish custom. No Jew is 

ever buried. Beyond this is a Christian cemetary. The Dome of the Rock is 

visible and Dominus Flevit where ‘Jesus wept’ over Jerusalem. 

Looking right is seen the gold covered onion type domes of a Russian 

church, the resting place of Princess Alice, our Queen’s mother-in-law. 

As we approach the Old City there are eight gates in it’s walls. Damascus 

Gate, built by Suleiman the Great in 1537. The road to Damascus and the 

north used to start here. Excavations reveal a large Roman arch. New 

Gate, opened in 1887 to facilitate passing from the Christian quarter to 

the Christian institutions outside the walls and the only gate not built by 

Suleiman the Great. 

Jaffa Gate, the starting point of the road to Jaffa. Zion Gate connects the 

Armenian quarter with Mount Zion. It is near the Jewish quarter & has 

also been called the Jewish Quarter Gate. Dung Gate, near the Western 

Wall is narrow allowing only a man & his donkey to pass. 

Golden Gate, in the East Wall of Temple Mount enclosure, facing the 

Mount of Olives is also known as the Gate of Mercy, sealed by the Turks 

long ago. Jews believe that it is the gate through which the Messiah will 

enter Jerusalem on His return. 

Lions Gate is also known as St Stephens Gate & is possibly the site of his 

martyrdom. Herod’s Gate, named for the mistaken identification of a 

church nearby as the one of Herod Antipas. In Hebrew it is called The 

Gate of Flowers. 

A fair walk brings us near to the Garden of Gethsemane & the Garden 

Tomb. 

                                                                                     (to be continued) 
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   Alpacas in the Mist 

Julie Taylor-Browne 
 

In 1998 we bought a farm in 

Porkellis. Many years 

previously beef had been raised 

there, but we had no wish to 

raise animals for slaughter & 

we came across the strange 

woolly ones at the Royal 

Cornwall Show in 1999. There were very few in Cornwall at that time & 

we decided to invest in three females. Little did we know where this 

would lead.  I very soon found out that keeping camelids (the collective 

noun for llamas & alpacas, & their wild cousins vicuna & guanacos) 

was a steep learning curve in terms of health, management, handing & 

training.  

It later transpired that I had been very lucky & had bought three with 

lovely easy temperaments but that my ignorance & lack of handling 

skills tried their patience to the limit. A happy combination of available 

funding, opportunity & sheer serendipity led me to train first in Devon 

& then Oregon. Initially this was simply to expand my limited skills, but 

later led to me being qualified as the only Camelid trainer in Europe.  

15 years later & I have covered the length & breadth of the UK, & 

many, many places in Europe & Scandinavia teaching people how to 

handle & train their llamas & alpacas. Along the way I trained as an 

alpaca & llama judge & have also visited some additional countries 

literally wearing my judging hat.  

Incidentally, British Judges are much 

appreciated abroad because we 

always wear a hat & look very smart.  

Back in Porkellis I grew my little herd 

until we had about 60 alpacas at 

which point I decided that was too 

many & I was never there when they 

gave birth & my poor husband had to 

deliver many of them. We now have  



about 40 alpacas & llamas on the farm. Many are rescued & some are 

very elderly now, they can live until 21-22.  

Until recently I gave a lot of courses at our farm & people would travel 

from all over to attend them, no doubt attracted by husband Andrew’s 

cooking. Courses ranged from the usual handling & training, to hand 

spinning & preparing the fibre.  

We shear the alpacas in May & then spend the rest of the year cleaning 

& sorting the fibre before it goes to the Natural Fibre company in 

Launceston to be turned into yarn which we sell online & in our own 

farm shop.   We also sell alpaca socks, our 

own alpaca blankets, fair trade Peruvian 

gifts & lots and lots of alpaca yarn in many 

different colours.  

Llama & alpaca trekking has become very 

popular & we have offered that for the last 

two years. We have many visitors in the 

summer who are on their holidays but we 

also get a lot of local residents throughout 

the year. In addition to the camelids we 

also breed Golden Guernsey goats & have 

Kune Kune pigs and horses here. All of 

these are visited on the treks or tours. We 

are fortunate to live on a bridleway - we are at one end of it and the 

wonderful Slice cafe is at the other end, so many people combine the 

two visits. Very helpfully, Slice has built a corral in their woods & we 

can take the alpacas & llamas for a training walk there & reward 

ourselves with tea & cake. It’s a tough life being an alpaca farmer….. 

We do sell our alpacas, I like to sell them locally where I can stay in 

touch with their owners & offer help & support if needed. We also take 

some of the well-behaved ones to nursing homes. They have a really 

good feel for the work & allow themselves to be stroked all over & then 

negotiate lifts/stairs & delicate medical equipment!  In a couple of 

weeks we are taking two to visit someone on their 100th birthday. 

You may have seen me in the choir where I have been singing for a year 

now. Do come & say hello &/or visit us in Porkellis. Our website is 

www.carthveanalpacas.com & our telephone number: 01209 831672 
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LAND OF THE MONKS 

I have recently enjoyed reading the new ‘Helston Heritage Trail’ full of 

fascinating facts about Helston and can recommend it to anyone 

interested in the history of the town.  

One item reads, “Did you know? Meneage Street, known as Manek 

Street in the 14th century, means ‘the street to the land of the monks’.  

This presumably refers to the priory and hospital, which existed in the 

St John’s area of the town during the medieval period.” 

I, however, believe it refers to fact that Meneage Street leads to 

Meneage, the north eastern side of the Lizard Peninsula, also known as 

‘land of the monks’.  

In 1969, the Rev. Thomas Shaw, minister of the St Keverne Section of 

the Methodist Church started a new monthly magazine known as 

“MONK – A Christian Journal Circulating in Meneage”. I have a copy 

from September 1970 and inside the front cover it reads: “Why 

Monk?... because the St Keverne section of the Helston Methodist 

Circuit, which this Magazine serves, coincides geographically with the 

land of Meneage, which means “the Monks’ land.”  The Celtic Monks 

were the first preachers of the Christian Faith in this district: all 

Christian work in Meneage today is built on the foundations they laid”. 

“The Meneage district is located south of the Helford River and is 

divided into four parishes and part of a fifth. From west to east these 

are St Mawgan in Meneage (part), St Martin in Meneage, Manaccan, St 

Anthony in Meneage, and St Keverne.”  The probability is that in the 

post-Roman period the land was in the possession of a confederacy of 

small Celtic monasteries. These may have been founded by 

missionaries from Brittany. (Wikipedia). 

I confess to having a particular interest in the area, having been born, 

brought up and lived there. 

                            Elizabeth Goodfellow. 
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Helston Ringers from Bob Woods Bell Captain 

 
 

Over the recent period the Helston Ringers have had an active time. On 

Remembrance Sunday 11th November we rang as usual for the 9.30am 

Communion Service & following this, as Captain, I tolled the tenor bell, 

100 strikes, to commemorate the 100th  anniversary of the ending of the 

WW1 hostilities, remembering especially former Helston residents who 

died during that war. This sounded throughout the town at the time of 

the outside Armistice service at the Methodist chapel. We have of course 

over the past four years been tolling the bell 100 times at 11am on the 

anniversary of each individual WW1 death. 

Later in the day on 11th November we rang again before the 3pm 

Service of Remembrance at St Michaels and finally we participated in 

the nationwide event to celebrate “Battles Over”. This was at 7.05pm 

when bells throughout the UK rang after beacons were lit at 7pm (in 

Helston’s case this was at the football field). Having rung on four 

occasions throughout the day, a total of 1 hour & 50 minutes I believe 

that the Helston band of ringers was probably the most active 

throughout Cornwall. 

On 12/11/18 at noon a team of ringers from Lustleigh & nearby areas 

rang a full peal of “Yorkshire” under the direction of Robert Brown... 

the peal was completed successfully in 3 hours and 2 minutes. 

Since then, the Helston ringers celebrated the Christmas period by 

ringing bells for the 11.30pm Christmas Midnight service and the 10.am 

Christmas Day service. 

January has now arrived... we are back to normal procedure ringing on 

Tuesday practice nights and for Sunday service. When the work at 

Wendron is completed we will also be ringing for Sunday service on the 

first Sunday of each month at St Wendrona’s. Before then we are 

looking forward to our annual ringers dinner which is at The Ship Inn 

at Mawgan on 16th February.  

                                                                      Bob Woods. 
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St Wendrona’s Rota   Please inform the Churchwardens if you are unable to fulfil your duty. Can 

sidespeople can please be on duty 15 minutes before the service to welcome people and hand out service books. 

Thank you for your help         
February 3rd-5th before Lent          February 10th – 4th before 

Lent 

Reader          R Spencer  G Leeson 

Intercessions  R Spencer           B Osborne 

Offertory    C Loveday/C Bryans       

Sidespeople  P Haywood                                C Loveday/B Osborne 

Cleaning  H Sandford/K Jenkin                  H Sandford 

Flowers  No flowers during building work 

February 17th- 3rd before Lent              February 24th – 2nd before Lent 

Reader   A Veneear             H Sanford  

Intercessions  M Cowley                            R Spencer 

Offertory          H Sandford/B Osborne                 M Cowley/J Parker 

Sidespeople  M Cowley/J Parker                       R & B Osborne 
Cleaning   B Osborne                                   B Osborne 

March 3rd Next before Lent                             March 10th Lent 1 

Reader              B Osborne   J Haywood       

Intercessions  B Osborne   M Cowley 

Offertory           C Loveday/CBryans     

Sidespeople   P Haywood                                    C Loveday/B Osborne 

Cleaning    M Cowley/A Veneear          M Cowley/A Veneear 
  

   

March 17th – Lent 2                                     March 24th- Lent 3 

Reader           J Parker        M Cowley 

Intercessions   R Spencer                                       B Osborne 

Offertory     H Sandford/B Osborne                 M Cowley/J Parker 

Sidespeople   C Loveday/B Osborne                  M Cowley/J Parker 

Cleaning    H Sandford/K Jenkin                    H Sandford/K Jenkin                                                                      

   
 

March 31st – Lent 4 Mothering Sunday                     

Reader              B Bryans             Sidespeople   R & B Osborne     

Intercessions    M Cowley           Cleaning         B Osborne 

Offertory C Loveday/C Bryans           
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Wendron Bits & Pieces 

In the last issue I wrote about the start of 

our project at Wendron. I did feel sorry for 

the scaffolding team who battled on with 

their task despite the awful weather. The 

roofing team of two are on schedule with 

their task. Only a couple of days before writing this article I was talking 

with one of the lads who updated me as to progress. The plastic sheeting 

over the scaffolding has been a great asset & he explained that they had 

only lost one day’s work because of gale force winds. 

To update you, the south facing section of the roof has been completed, 

The lady chapel roof which required a lot of new woodwork has been 

completed. The north facing section is about 50% done, this area again 

needed quite a lot of wood replacement. The porch revealed a sorry site 

once the slates were removed. All the timbers needed replacement & the 

new ones were all made on site. If you want to see craftmanship at its 

best just look up at the roof when entering via the porch. The porch still 

has to be slated & lead work to channel the water away has to be done. 

The tower work which has not yet started, requires a lot of wood 

replacement, lead work on the gullies & new slates plus replacement & 

reseating of pinnacles. This is one of the most difficult areas to work on. 

I will be interested to see them getting all the heavy timbers, rolls of 

lead, granite pinnacles & slates to the top of the tower. The wooden 

floor area under the south pews has been completely replaced & new 

pew ends made. Once all the roofing has been done it will be a case of 

repointing the walls where necessary, removing the scaffolding to 

enable the drainage system around the foot of the walls to be replaced. 

Provided we meet no unforeseen snags we hope to be back to normality 

just in time for Easter. 

Our Sunday services have continued as usual using the Lady Chapel 

with Anne as usual playing the organ, surrounded by a plastic covering 

to keep out the dust, Unfortunately, in the interests of health & safety 

most of our Christmas services were not held. 
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 The Christingle service was held in the school. Thanks to those who 

helped with this especially the Christingle makers. Thanks too to those 

who have kept the areas of the church we have used for services 

reasonably clean each week. Also thanks to the contractors for tidying 

up at the end of each week. Nearer the time we will be looking for a 

good squad to join us in giving the building a good spring clean before 

bringing back everything that is in storage. 

We had a request for a funeral service early in January which Rev 

David & I felt may cause a problem or two. We met with the undertaker 

& discussed all the possible problems such as entrance, seating & 

music & thankfully all worked out well. The bearers were first class 

bringing the coffin in the restricted entrance & we were all pleased that 

we had been able to carry out the wishes of the deceased who for many 

years had stated that he wished to have his funeral at Wendron. 

Finally, I am completing these notes having just arrived home from one 

of our fund raising events. As you can see from the pictures on the 

opposite page, what a great evening we had as just over 50 people 

turned up for our Barn Dance & Pasty supper. This would not have 

been possible if our editors long standing friend Keith from Yeovil had 

not been holidaying again with his wife at Carbis Bay & agreed with 

Simon to run another Barn Dance which last year was a great success. 

Sue, Ray & Simon did most of the organising on our behalf with posters 

& tickets being on sale in two or three outlets in town as well as from 

church members. Thank you to all who kindly gave many plates of 

desserts which were greatly appreciated. Thanks too to those who set up 

the hall & packed away afterwards & to Cannon David & Mike for 

helping wipe up the never-ending stream of cups & cutlery. My job was 

made easier as we went modern & used paper plates. Finally thank you 

to all who helped & supported the evening in any way & to the school 

for the use of the hall. The evening was a great success & after all 

expenses were paid, we made a profit of £505.50p 

 

           Bevan 
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Wendron Barn Dance           Saturday 19th January 

                                                                                    2019 
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The Knitting Group 

Mary Cowley sent in this poem which came to her from Shirley of the 

Knitting Group (via Sue Spencer)

We are a little group of ladies 

All of us in our prime 

We really enjoy our knitting 

And it helps to pass the time                                 

We knit for needy children                                 

In countries far away                

But we don’t mind where our 

knitting goes 

It is all needed anyway 

We all use different patterns 

So things turn out in different 

shapes & sizes 

And when the children get them 

they have some nice surprizes 

Some of us knit woollen hats 

to keep our fishermen warm 

I expect they are glad to have 

them                                                                                     

 

 

if they’re caught out in a storm 

These brave men all face dangers 

When they fish on rough & stormy 

seas 

So give them all our heartfelt 

thanks 

Each time we eat our fish & chips 

& peas 

We enjoy a mug of tea & biscuits 

And have a good old natter 

What is happening local 

Or things to us that matter 

We enjoy our monthly meetings 

We are a friendly bunch 

So on two extra days a year 

we all meet up 

And go for a lovely lunch

In 2018 (from January-October the total of items made by the Knitting 

Group were:-20 balaclavas, 49 bobble hats, 9 scarves,13 blankets,  

12 pram blankets, 26 fishermen’s hats, & 1 cardigan. 

(the majority of the the hats & balaclavas & all the fishermen’s hats were 

made by Shirley), In addition we were given 12 balaclavas &  

9 vests from Mrs Gilbert. 

All this was donated to various organisations – some hats to Burma (with 

students travelling there). Blankets went to Trengrouse House. All the 

fishermen’s hats were delivered to Newlyn Harbour & were greeted with 

delight. Other items were delivered to Moldova & the Refuges. 

A good year’s production which we all enjoyed making! 
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Thanks from the Refuges  

To the Congregations of Helston and Wendron Churches and the wider 

Community. 

FROM:  The Managers of the Women’s and Men’s Refuges: 
 

We would like to thank you for all of your very kind and generous donations. 

The residents wanted you to know what a difference it makes to their lives when 

you give so generously, i.e. food, good clothing for adults and children, also 

when they have recovered from their abuse and move out of the Refuge into their 

own accommodation they appreciate your donations of kitchen equipment, 

bedding etc. to start building a new life.  

When at the Refuge, food is always much appreciated as they are able to plan 

their meals together, prepare the meal and cook together and sit at the table and 

eat together. Being able to choose what they eat is something we all take for 

granted but something our residents have been denied for a long time. 

They often feel overwhelmed by such generosity. 

Heartfelt thanks and appreciation. 

 

********** 
 

 

Crossword answers from page 10 

 

Across- 6 Ascension Day 8 Malachi 9 Idols 

10 Gath 12 Sneeze 14 Pilot 15 Desire 16 

Bend 19 Ophir 21 Chasten 22 Easter Sunday 

 

Down- 1 Acolytes 2 Knock 3 Civil 4 

Ancient 5 Halo 6 Armageddon  

7 Ascendency /Ascendancy11 Die 12 Sob 13 

Eventide 14 Pro rata 17 Scorn 18 Tagus 20 

Heal 
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Answers to December/January  

 Advent & Christmas Hymn Quiz 

1 Come thou long expected Jesus         

2 In the bleak mid winter 

3 Hark a thrilling voice is sounding 

4 A great and mighty wonder 

5 In the night the sound of crying 

6 While shepherds watched 

7 O Come O come Emmanuel 

8 Jesus Christ the Lord is born 

9 O Child of promise come 

10 On Jordans bank the Baptists cry 

11 Advent candles tell their story 

12 O Little town of Bethlehem 

13 Once in Royal Davids city 

14 Cradled in a manger meanly 

15 The First Nowell 

16 Come now O Prince of Peace 

17 O Come all ye faithful 

18 Brightest and best are the sons of the morning 

19 Away in a manger 

20 Come Light of the world light up our lives O Lord 

 

Several people said that they got all but two of the answers but 

only three people got all of them the correct: Barry Cornish, 

Sandra Chambers & Rev David 

 

The winner was drawn from the three names at the Wendron Barn 

Dance, the winner of the bottle of wine being Rev David. 
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This month’s Quiz 
 

 John Eddy kindly set us the following puzzles to solve ten years ago in 

the Feb 2009 Magazine. Not many came up with all the correct answers 

last time. Can you do better now you are 10 years older & wiser? 

 

Rhyming Couplets Quiz 

Answers to the clues below consist of two words which rhyme with 

each other. 

 e.g. obese rodent = FAT RAT & lemonade emporium = POP SHOP

 

1 Humorous rabbit 

2 Repentent goods vehicle 

3 Amusing short song 

4 Less happy snake 

5 Common bird lacking width 

6 Good tempered Christmas tree 

7 Hot tempered personal journal 

8 Under age eater 

9 Faithful carbuncle 

10 Faulty criminal investigator 

11 Violin conundrum 

12 Odd ball 

13 Bloody tale 

14 Overseas rabbit abode 

15 Limp duplicate 

16 Supple ogre 

17 Artificial friend 

18 Springtime army officer 

19 High-born Roman conjuror 

20 Sure window drape 

21 Uncomplicated item of nun’s  

      clothing 

22 Pliant pair 

23 Nice game bird 

24 More diminutive visitor 

25 Changeable chutney 

26 Parisian serving girl 

  

 

27 Argumentative brother or 

      sister 

28 Bright red changing quarters 

      for sportspersons 

29 Trite and cliché ridden 

     waterway 

30 Malevolent and menacing 

     man of the cloth     

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Answers in the next edition of  

          of the Messenger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             



Own recipes” (from  hand written recipes, mostly collected from local  ladies from 

around the West Country)  
  

Choc Chip Cookies (makes 24) 

3oz soft marg 

4oz caster sugar 

1 egg 

2oz plain choc chips 

Preheat oven to 180 deg, Grease 2 baking sheets 

Mix all ingredients 

Space small spoonfuls well apart and flatten slightlyBake for about 15 

minutes 

*********************************** 

Calling all Gardeners 

In the previous months we have had deluges then long dry 

periods and so we have reached the stage that our soil needs 

assistance. In February we should consider applying compost or 

well-rotted manure. I notice that some garden centres stock compost and 

manure in bags that would be useful for improving your soil. I do hope 

that you have obtained your seed catalogues and ordered your 

seeds/plants for the forthcoming season. Flowers & Vegetables, planted 

as directed on the packet, will save you money. In February you can sow 

in pots in greenhouse or conservatory; tomatoes, leeks. lettuce in small 

pots with good compost. I grow indoors pansies, violas, marigolds & 

dahlias under glass in February & March. If the weather is warming 

towards the end of March prepare a seed bed to a fine tilth for flower 

seeds & vegetables. If you have saved frost free dahlias & begonia tubers 

these can be potted for sprouting but they must start in a frost free area. 

We are lucky in Cornwall not to have late frosts. However, should a cold 

snap occur do cover outside plants with agricultural fleece that you can 

recover & keep for another season. Broad beans & French beans can be 

sown in late March. Primrose & polyanthus purchased from garden 

centres give you a colourful site from February onwards. Dig all the soil 

available & treat your shrubs.    Enjoy your gardening,- Ron Allen       
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Diary Dates 
 

3rd February 4.30pm – Combined Deanary Service at St Michaels 

                                                                        ( See Rectors letter Page5) 

16th  February  7pm Ringers Annual Dinner at the Ship Inn Mawgan    

28th February-1st March- Gweek Pantomime  Goldilocks & the 3 Bears    

                                       Gweek Village Hall 7pm each night + 

                                                               2pm on Saturday ( see Page14) 

6th March- Ash Wednesday- 7.30 Combined service at St Michaels 

     Watch the pew slip/ or church website for details of Lent Groups 

31st March- Deadline for Electoral Roll Forms to be given to  

                     Sandra Chambers (Electoral Roll Officer See Page9) 

31st March – Mothering Sunday-  Distribution of flowers at Parish 

                                                                                     Communion 

Advance Notice- Kimbilio Spring Lunch- Date yet to be fixed 

                            Watch pew slip & website for details 

          
 

 

See the church website - www.stmichaelschurchhelston.org.uk for the 

up-to-date church calendar & for details of other church events for the 

Helston & Wendron Parishes. 
 

Last Word from the Editor. Please submit any items for the 

April/May Messenger to me simonroach@talktalk.net  by Sunday 10th 

March or give to me in church. My apologies for the collecting box not 

appearing in church until recently. It should now be on the table at the 

back for anyone who still wishes to contribute an annual amount of £5 

towards cost of this magazine. Thanks to those who have already 

donated. 

 Simon Roach Whealhaven Clodgey Lane Helston TR13 8PJ 

                             Tel 01326 561067 or 07870702034 
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PCC Members St Michael’s Helston 
 

Canon David Miller-Chairperson 

Rev Dorothy Noakes (P/b)                    

Mrs Betty Booker Lay-Reader (B&P/b)        

Mr John Boase- Churchwarden (B)  

Mr Peter Jewell  Churchwarden 

Mrs Nicola Boase-Treasurer                                                              

Mrs Amanda Pyers-Secretary     

Mr Michael Thorn(B & Deanery Synod)  

Mr Peter Jewell (B) 

Mr Richard Berry(B)                

Mrs Jean Williams  (I) 

Mrs Heather Thorn (I) 

Mrs Marjorie Searle(I) 

Mr Michael Thomas 

Mr Jake Holyer 

Ms Louise Douglas  (I)         Committees: B=Buildings, I=Internal Affairs, , P/b=Playbox         

CMS Link- Mary Charnock, Susan Summers. 

Junior Church-Beccy Miller,  Sandy Windsor,  

Electoral Roll Officer- Sandra Chambers. 

Safeguarding officer – Bob Woods 

Magazine Editor - Simon Roach 
 

Helston Bell Ringers : Bob Woods (Captain), Philip Woods (Vice Captain), Roger 

Nott (Tower keeper) Margaret Pryor (Sec), Philip Booker, Nicola Boase,  Jean 

Williams, Stanley Pryor, Simon Roach, Amanda Boxer, Kate & Nigel Bolland, 

Mandy Basher.  
 

Ringing Practice night is on Tuesday’s at 7.30 pm at St Michael’s except on the 

first Tuesday in the month when it is at Wendron. New ringers and visitors are 

welcome 

Helston & Wendron Mothers Union Branch Leader/Enrolling 

Member.-Mrs Kathleen Oliver, 10 Castel Wary Close, Helston TR138SF 

01326 573256  

 New Members are always welcome!! Please contact Kath if you wish 

to join 
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St Wendrona’s PCC Wendron 
 

Canon David Miller-Chairperson 

Mr Bevan Osborne – Churchwarden/Treasurer/Deanery & Diocesan Synod  

Mrs Anne Veneear - Churchwarden 

Mrs Henrietta Sandford – Secretary        

Mr Philip Haywood,   

Mr Bob Ayres  

Mrs Jennifer Haywood 

Mrs Carol Bryans 

Mrs Sue Spencer Electoral Roll Officer (not on the PCC)                     
 

Wendron Bell Ringers – Ray Spencer, Max Barnett 
 The St Michael’s Ringers usually try to ring for morning service at Wendron on the 

first Sunday of the month though the Sunday may change occasionally to fit in with 

special occasions e.g. Harvest Festival etc 

Sidespeople M Cowley, P Haywood, C Loveday, B Osborne.R Osborne,  

J Parker                                
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